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WAX: Adelaide Zoo Natures Playground

AILA SA is part of AILA, the growing national advocacy 
body representing almost 3,000 active and engaged 
landscape architects 

Landscape Architects value the importance of;

• planning and design of high quality outdoor spaces;

• building stronger healthier communities that 
represent local needs and interests; and

• the stewardship of the broader Australian landscape.

AILA SA is a co-sponsor of the Healthy Parks Healthy 
People South Australia: Action Plan 6 - Green 
Infrastructure in Urban Settings, with DPTI and ODASA

Healthy Parks Healthy People SA 2016-2021 is a 
partnership between Department of Environment and 
Water and Department of Health and Ageing

AILA SA



TCL: Oaklands Wetland

Plan to support collaborative action for increased green 
infrastructure in urban settings - focus on Quality Green 
Public Space... to support health, wellbeing, biodiversity 
and ecosystem services

The objectives for establishing Quality Principles were:

• To support the protection and enhancement of South 
Australia’s green public open spaces and increase 
greening in our neighbourhoods

• To advocate for quality green public space, especially 
in the context of higher density development and 
urban infill

• To promote awareness of the importance of green 
open spaces and the multiple benefits that greening

• To strengthen the delivery of well-designed green 
space that meets the needs of the community

• To connect with South Australia’s planning system to 
help shape the delivery of liveable places through the 
provision of quality green public spaces

Quality Green Public Spaces



Birdseye: Cudlee Creek

The design and delivery of quality green public spaces is a 
shared challenge for all cities as we grow and densify

The Principles have been developed to help recognise 
and support the role of quality green public space in 
changing neighbourhoods

Not a technical guide, rather highlight 6 key themes 
which contribute to the quality of public spaces, 
with local examples of positive ways to shape our 
neighbourhoods

Aim to stimulate discussion in the future growth of 
Adelaide, to protect and enhance existing parks as well as 
establishing new green networks

Opportunity to embed principles to inform decision 
making processes across government in the delivery 
of quality green liveable neighbourhoods across South 
Australia

Intent



WAX: JB Ware Reserve

A diverse reference group was established to participate 
in planning sessions and provide feedback, represented 
by:

Australian Institute of Landscape Architects (AILA), SA 
Chapter

Department of Planning, Transport and Infrastructure;
–– Planning and Development Division
–– The Office for Design and Architecture SA
–– The Office for Recreation, Sport and Racing

Heart Foundation (SA Division)

Department for Environment and Water

Department for Health and Wellbeing

Water Sensitive SA

City of Adelaide

Reference Group



OXIGEN: Flinders University Hub and Plaza

Recognise the different roles and responsibilities 
in influencing the development, revitalisation and 
management of quality green public spaces across 
Adelaide 

State Government

Local Government

Developers

Community

A shared responsibility



OXIGEN: Flinders University Hub and Plaza

Recognise the different roles and responsibilities 
in influencing the development, revitalisation and 
management of quality green public spaces across 
Adelaide 

State Government

Local Government

Developers

Community

Principles are a tool to find common ground, to develop 
shared understanding and raise shared aspirations 
between all stakeholders

Empower those to enable change in existing and new 
neighbourhoods

A shared responsibility



Drive a shared understanding, in the planning, design 
and management of public open space, and to drive long 
term decision making  

Each principle should be understood together to achieve 
multiple benefits

Principles are responsive to local or regional 
circumstances to maximes benefit

Principles for Quality Green 
Public Open Space

1.       Promote community health  
    and wellbeing

2.      Connect with nature

3.  Build stronger communities

4.   Deliver connectivity and  
access for all

5.  Contribute to  
     neighbourhood character

6.   Support resilient neighbourhoods

Accessible 

Bicycle  
friendly

Supports 
community

Connection 
to nature

Water sensitive 
urban design

Playspace and 
wellbeing

Reinforcing  
local character 
and cultures

Design response:



Drive a shared understanding, in the planning, design 
and management of public open space, and to drive long 
term decision making  

Each principle should be understood together to achieve 
multiple benefits

Principles are responsive to local or regional 
circumstances to maximise benefit

Principles for Quality Green 
Public Open Space

Each Principle is explained by an overarching statement, 
and supported by:

OBJECTIVES – which highlight a range of approaches 
and their benefits in support of individual principles

DESIGN RESPONSES – which provide further direction 
towards achieving quality open space outcomes

SUPPORTING CASE STUDIES – showcase how the 
aspirations of the individual principles have been 
applied in different settings in South Australia.

1.       Promote community health  
    and wellbeing

2.      Connect with nature

3.  Build stronger communities

4.   Deliver connectivity and  
access for all

5.  Contribute to  
     neighbourhood character

6.   Support resilient neighbourhoods

Accessible 

Bicycle  
friendly

Supports 
community

Connection 
to nature

Water sensitive 
urban design

Playspace and 
wellbeing

Reinforcing  
local character 
and cultures

Design response:



Quality green public open spaces support and sustain 
the physical and mental health of our communities by 
providing inviting, welcoming and safe settings for outdoor 
pursuits, relaxation and social interaction

1: Promote community 
health and wellbeing

TCL: Oaklands Wetlands



Quality green public open spaces support and sustain 
the physical and mental health of our communities by 
providing inviting, welcoming and safe settings for outdoor 
pursuits, relaxation and social interaction

OBJECTIVES
_Range of Activities
_All ages and abilities
_Contact with Nature 

DESIGN RESPONSE
_Meeting Places
_New connections
_Inviting Settings

1: Promote community 
health and wellbeing

TCL: Oaklands Wetlands



1: Promote community health and wellbeing

• Encourages healthy lifestyles by offering 
recreational opportunities in a beautiful green 
setting

• Provides a space for the community to come 
together to socialise

• Promotes mental wellbeing benefits  
of nature contact such as reduced stress and 
anxiety

Oaklands 
Wetland and 

Reserve

Client: City of Marion

Landscape Architect: TCL  
(Taylor Cullity Lethlean)

Location: Oaklands Park, Marion 

Completion: 2014 • Promotes active and passive recreational 
opportunities, supporting healthy lifestyles 

• Creates inclusive and accessible open space for 
all ages and abilities

• Delivers innovative activities and spaces for 
learning in an outdoor setting 

Adelaide Park Lands 
Strategy: Highlighting 

Park 19 

Pelzer Park/
Pityarilla  

Activity Hub

Client: City of Adelaide and Government of 
South Australia

Landscape Architect: ASPECT Studios

Location: South Park Lands, Glen Osmond 
Road, Adelaide

Completion: 2018

©Daryl Tian, City of Adelaide 

©Sam Noonan



Quality green public spaces support natural processes 
and place value on local flora and fauna. The 
provision of public green open space provides us 
with the opportunity to connect with nature through 
well established, resilient, attractive and accessible 
landscapes.

2: Connect with nature

PSLA: Mukanthi Nature Play Space



Quality green public spaces support natural processes 
and place value on local flora and fauna. The 
provision of public green open space provides us 
with the opportunity to connect with nature through 
well established, resilient, attractive and accessible 
landscapes.

2: Connect with nature

PSLA: Mukanthi Nature Play Space

OBJECTIVES
_Understand natural system
_Value natural environment
_Celebrate seasonal change

DESIGN RESPONSE
_Protect existing plantings
_Establish large trees
_Suit a changing climate



• Capitalises on existing natural assets and 
delivers exposure to natural settings

• Offers engaging structures, cubbies and natural 
materials to support play opportunities and 
outdoor learning

• Provides local cultural and environmental 
themes that prmote learning experiences for 
children

Mukanthi 
Nature Play 

Space

Client: Department for Environment and 
Water

Landscape Architect: Peter Semple 
Landscape Architects (PSLA) & Climbing; 
Tree creations in collaboration with 
Indigenous artist Allan Sumner

Location: Morialta Conservation Park

Completion: 2017

©Peter Semple

• Integration of riverine corridors and residential 
open space into a single linear park providing 30 
kilometres of access to nature

• Use of natural waterways and wetlands to mitigate 
flooding while providing recreation and amenity 
value

• Development of active and passive recreation 
destinations within a natural landscape setting

Torrens  
Linear  

Park

CLIENT:  SA Water (formerly Engineering  
and Water Supply Department (E&WS)

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT: Hassell

LOCATION: River Torrens

COMPLETION: 1997

©Shaun Li, Capture the Present Photography

2: Connect with nature



ASPECT Studios: Bowden Town Park

Well-designed public green open spaces create unique 
settings that respond and adapt to demands and 
aspirations as our communities change socially, culturally, 
physically or environmentally. These spaces build a sense 
of belonging, encouraging greater social interaction, 
enjoyment and positive behaviours by providing a 
welcoming, safe and inclusive setting that can be enjoyed 
by people of all ages, needs, abilities and cultures.

3: Build stronger communities



ASPECT Studios: Bowden Town Park

Well-designed public green open spaces create unique 
settings that respond and adapt to demands and 
aspirations as our communities change socially, culturally, 
physically or environmentally. These spaces build a sense 
of belonging, encouraging greater social interaction, 
enjoyment and positive behaviours by providing a 
welcoming, safe and inclusive setting that can be enjoyed 
by people of all ages, needs, abilities and cultures.

3: Build stronger communities

OBJECTIVES
_’People-centric’ approach
_Community ownership
_Flexibility of use

DESIGN RESPONSE
_Universal design
_Lighting
_Future-proof



3: Build stronger communities

• Connected pathways invite people into the main 
park and square

• Central gathering space creates a community point 
of focus and supports social capital

• Trees and plants achieve a cool garden oasis for 
people

Client: Renewal SA

Landscape Architect: ASPECT Studios

Location: Third Street, Bowden 

Completion: 2016 
Bowden Main 

Park and 
Square

©Sweet Lime Photo



City of Marion: Hendrie Street Reserve

Well planned green open spaces are easily accessible for 
everyone and contribute to wider open space networks 
and landscapes. Accessible green open spaces enable 
people to move, stay and play.

4: Deliver connectivity and 
access for all



City of Marion: Hendrie Street Reserve

Well planned green open spaces are easily accessible for 
everyone and contribute to wider open space networks 
and landscapes. Accessible green open spaces enable 
people to move, stay and play.

4: Deliver connectivity and 
access for all

OBJECTIVES
_Equity
_Comfort
_Efficiency

DESIGN RESPONSE
_Places to pause
_Access and mobility
_Diversity of use



• Supports connectivity and permeability through 
and around the square

• Creates effective and innovative connections 
with the foreshore, jetty, henley surf life saving 
club, main street, commercial properties and 
residential developments

• Encourages social integration through different 
open spaces and land uses

Henley  
Square

Client: City of Charles Sturt

Landscape Architect: TCL  
(Taylor Cullity Lethlean)

Location: Seaview Road, Henley Beach 

Completion: 2015

Hendrie  
Street 

Reserve

• Delivers an inclusive and equitable  
play experience

• Encourages equitable social interaction and 
accessibility for all

• Integrates greening and public art to enhance 
community activation

Client: City of Marion

Landscape Architect: City of Marion

Location: Park Holme

Completion: August 2018

©City of Marion

4: Deliver connectivity and 
access for all



WAX: Willunga Main Street

Well planned public green open spaces respond to, 
support and enhance their surroundings and create 
positive relationships between natural landscapes, 
existing open spaces, building edges, neighbourhood 
character and other community infrastructure.

5: Contribute to 
neighbourhood character



WAX: Willunga Main Street

OBJECTIVES
_Local context
_Cultural values
_Identity 

DESIGN RESPONSE
_Reinforce character
_Integrated outcomes
_Local specifications

Well planned public green open spaces respond to, 
support and enhance their surroundings and create 
positive relationships between natural landscapes, 
existing open spaces, building edges, neighbourhood 
character and other community infrastructure.

5: Contribute to 
neighbourhood character



• Open spaces and streets that reflect  
the character of the town

• Use of local materials to reinforce a  
sense of place

• Retention of existing trees and careful integration 
of new landscapes

Client: City of Onkaparinga

Landscape Architect: WAX Design

Location: Willunga Main Street, Willunga

Completion: 2017

Willunga  
Main Street

5: Contribute to neighbourhood character



OXIGEN: Tonsley Innovation District

Well-planned public green open spaces mitigate the 
adverse urban effects of our cities and neighbourhoods. 
These open spaces improve the resilience of our 
communities, offset impacts of climate change and 
provide health, environmental and economic benefits.

6: Support resilient 
neighbourhoods



OXIGEN: Tonsley Innovation District

OBJECTIVES
_Equitable distribution
_Natural systems
_Quality of life 

DESIGN RESPONSE
_Mitigation strategies
_New technology
_Resilience to change

Well-planned public green open spaces mitigate the 
adverse urban effects of our cities and neighbourhoods. 
These open spaces improve the resilience of our 
communities, offset impacts of climate change and 
provide health, environmental and economic benefits.

6: Support resilient 
neighbourhoods



6: Support resilient 
neighbourhoods

Tonsley 
Innovation 

District

• Sustainable reuse of a post industrial site

• Focus on social interaction that promotes commerce, 
research and education

• Trees and plants create green spaces  
and urban forests

Client: Renewal SA

Landscape Architect: Oxigen

Location: 1284 South Road, Clovelly Park

Completion: On-going



City of Adelaide: Tidlangga

A national study showed that Adelaide 
has the least equitable distribution of 
green space, with approximately 20% 
greenery in the most affluent areas 
versus 12% availability in the least 
affluent areas
Astell-Burt, T., et al. (2014). Do low-income neighbourhoods have the least 
green space? A crosssectional study of Australia’s most populous cities. 
BMC Public Health 14(1): 1.



Our neighbourhoods are changing and the quality of 
our public spaces are critical to the quality of life for 
our local communities

Knowledge base continues to grow for the social, 
economic and environmental benefits of quality 
green public spaces

Co-ordinated state-wide action is necessary to 
ensure new approaches to greening are better 
integrated into existing and new suburbs

The 6 Principles focus on the key qualities of 
green public space, providing a common language 
supported by local case studies

The Principles aim to guide the long term planning, 
design, development and management of Adelaide’s 
green network

Guide better decision making, advocating for the 
integrated and expanded provision of greening as 
part of the livability of our neighbourhoods and cities

Summary



Creating Greener  
Places for Healthy and 
Sustainable Communities
Ideas for Quality Green Public Space in South Australia

A Growing Adelaide is 
Better Greener 
SA Health is proud to launch a new campaign 
which asks residents of Greater Adelaide to 
consider their favourite green spaces, sharing 
what they love about it, and what they think could 
be improved.

The results will help to inform future actions and 
strategies by the Healthy Parks Healthy People 
Team

sahealth.sa.gov.au/BetterGreener



Thank you
Creating Greener  
Places for Healthy and 
Sustainable Communities
Ideas for Quality Green Public Space in South Australia





Greater Adelaide stretches from Roseworthy (north), 
to Mount Barker (east), and Sellicks Beach (south), 
covering an area of approximately 9,000km2

The Adelaide Plains are the traditional country of the 
Kaurna people, and their cultural heritage, beliefs and 
ongoing relationship with the land are valued and 
respected

The Plains are framed by the Foothills (east) and the 
Gulf of St Vincent (west). Between the Hills and the sea, 
stretch many creeks and rivers, many of which have 
been manipulated by the suburbanisation of the plains

These landscapes provide unique settings for life across 
our suburbs, as well as framing our cultural and social 
values

We desire cities, towns and suburbs that are healthy, 
comfortable, vibrant, attractive and productive places to 
live, work, visit and play. 

South Australia



ASPECT Studios: Bowden Town Park

The population of Greater Adelaide is intended to grow 
by over half-a-million people in the next 30 years, with 
over 80% of South Australians forecast to live within 
Greater Adelaide

1 in 4 people living in South Australia are born overseas, 
adding greater cultural diversity, interpretation and 
expectations for quality open spaces

85% of all new housing in metropolitan Adelaide will be 
infill in established urban areas

Increased urban infill, including medium and high 
density developments, will significantly reduce the 
amount of private open space available to residents per 
capita across Greater Adelaide

As the driest state in the driest Country in the world, 
a changing climate and with less trees, will place 
increasing pressure on the biodiversity, amenity, 
accessibility, comfort and resilience of open spaces 
across the suburbs

Greater Adelaide



TCL: Adelaide Botanic Garden First Creek Wetland

The network of vegetation and water systems in 
urban areas, across the public and private realms, 
which provide multiple environmental, economic 
and social functions and benefits. It is the green 
and blue spaces in cities and towns that intersperse, 
connect and support people, plants and animals.

Management at both local and regional scales, can 
significantly influence the effectiveness to respond to 
a changing urban environment.

Green infrastructure has the unique, inherent 
capacity to enhance and regenerate natural 
resources, rather than simply minimise the damage 
to environmental systems.

When existing landscape assets are strategically 
connected and managed in an integrated manner 
within and beyond settlement boundaries, this 
regenerative capacity increases exponentially.

Green Infrastructure
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